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AMESSAGE FOR PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENTS

Adoption is a wonderful way for many orphaned children to find a lovi
permanent home. Orphans in both the United Statesl in countries
across the globe deserve families who will love and provide for them.
am proud that Americans respond to this need internationally. Each \
our nation welcomes more children into homes through intercoun
adoption than any othenation.

The process of adopting a child from another country can be diffidtie
regulations and requirement$or adopting may seentonfusing and
sometimes frustrating. My hope ikdt we can provide you some answe
about these requirements. Through this booklet, learn about ke
adoption concepts and the basics of adopting. | also encourage you
visit our websiteadoption.state.gov

If you are considering adopting, know that if you proceed, youfardver
changeyour life andthe life of a child. | applaud the commitment the
you are considering. Should you decide to adopt internationally, we
here to help.

Michele ThorenBond
Deputy Assistant Secretary
Overseas Citizens Services



http://adoption.state.gov/

BEGINNING THE ADOPTION PROCESS

While the process for every intercountry adoption varies from country t
country, there is a general process that the majority of intercountr
adoptions follow. In part, this is because U.S. law requires that eve
intercountry adoption follows certain procedures. Most adoptions wil
include the steps mentioned below.

Selecting your adoption service provider |
Gaining approval to adopt |
Being matched with a child I

Adopting or obtaining legal custody of the child in the foreign countr]'

Applying for a visa for the child to move to the United States |

Traveling home with your child |

Learn more about country specific processes on our website,
adoption.state.gov
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GHOOSING AN AGENCY

Choosing a qualified adoption service provider for your home study o
assist you in a placement is a very importpatt of the adoption process.
You should do your homework before selecting an agency. We suc
talking to other parents who have adopted. What agency did tt
OK22aSK 234 GKS F3Syode rftglea
licensing organation to find out what providers are licensed in your art
(adoption service providers generally must be licensed by the stat:
which they operate). Ask if there are any unresolved complaints age
an agency. You can also contact your local Bettem@sgs Bureau.

If you intend to @opt from a country that is partjo the Hague Adoption
Convention, you will need to select an adoption service provider that
been accredited. A comprehensive list of accredited agencies, as wel
list of Hague Adption Convention countries, is available on our webs
adoption.state.gov

We suggest meeting with several agencies. Sit down with each of t
and find out what services they offer. They should be willingiszlose
specific information about their operations and procedures in writing
you. We recommend that you review as much information as poss
before you sign a contract with any agency. For example, if you reque
adoption service providers shi disclose to you in writing such things a

1 A sample written adoption services contract;

1 A proposal of all expected total fees and estimated expenses;

9 Its adoption service policies and procedures, including gen
eligibility criteria and posplacenent support;

1 Alist of people and organizations not directly employed by the age
that would help with your adoption, and the costs of their servict
and

I The number of adoption placements per year, and the number
these placements that remain intact.



http://adoption.state.gov/
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CHOOSING AN AGENCY, CONT.
In addition, before you commit to one agency, consider requesting

following:

1 A list of families who have adopted through the agency. Th
families can be avonderful resource.

¢ tNB2F (0KIFG GKS F3Syoeqa aidlas
license validity througihe National Adoption Information
Clearinghouse dtttp://www.childwelfare.gov/nad/index.cfm

¢ ! O02L® 2F (KS F3SydeqQa NBFdzyR
your circumstances, or changes in country policies, this is
information to have.

9 Copies of all contracts that will be signed between yrammily and the
agency.

¢ ! tAadqG 2F rtt GKS 3Syodéeqa TF¢

additional fees not included in the initial list of your estimate
expenses.

Once you choose an adoption service provider, you will be expecte
sign an adoption services contract with that agency.

REMEMBERONIy accredited adoption service providers (organizations
individuak) will be eligible to provide adopticservicesn adoptions from
HagueConvention countries.


http://www.childwelfare.gov/nad/index.cfm
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DECIDING WHERE TO ADOPT

Millions of children across the world live without the love and protecti
of a family. In the United Statedone, over 500,000 children live in ot /\
foster care system, and approximately 115,000 of them are waiting tc

adopted. /

With the need so great, deciding where to adopt from can befecdit
decision. Whether thehoice isdomestic or foreign addon, in the end
it is a deeply personal decision.

When making your decision, research foreign country adopt
requirements. Some countries, for example, allow siqogleent adoption,

while others forbid it. Some countries haage or income requireents

for adoptive parents. These requirements calmange, sometimes quickly
,2dz Oy NBFR Y2NB | o2dzi SI OK O
Information section of our website.

Americans do adopt children from many countries spread across
globe. Currently, mostadoptions to the United States ome from these

countries:
China Liberia
Colombia Philippines
Ethiopia Russia
- Guatemala South Korea
NN Haiti Taiwan
AR India Ukraine
~ Kazakhstan Vietham \
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EIGIBILTY TO ADOPT

Before you can bring a child honfimm another countryU.S. Citizenshig
and Immigration Services (USCIS) must determine that you are ab
provide a loving, stable home for that child.

The most important requirement for USCapproval is Aaome studythat
establishesyour ability to care for a child. Every state has differe
requirements for this home study, but in general all home studies
detail personal, financial, and medical information. They will include ite
such as personal references, fingerprint cheeces, verification of
employment, proof of health and life insurance, and sometimes photos
your home and family.

Home studies are typically prepared by a social work professiona
organization, though state laws vary. Your adoption seryoevider

should know the requirements of your state, and make sure that y
home study satisfies all laws and regulations (including those dofitigue

Adoption Convention F adopting from a Hagué&€onvention country,
your home study must be completedytan accredited adoption servic
provider unless the home study preparer qualifies as an exemg
provider. Once your home study is complete, it will be submitted to US
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FlLING YOUR INITIARPLICATION

When your home study has been completed, it will be subrditie USCIS
with one of two forms:

1 Form I-600A ¢ Application for Advance Processing of Orph
Petition or

1 Form I-800A ¢ Application for Determination of Suitability ti
Adopt a Child from a Convention Country.

Form 1600A is used for noehlague Adoption cases, while Fors800A is
used for Hague Adoption casesBoth forms along with their filing
instructions,can be acessed on the website of USCQh8yw.uscis.gov

USCIS evaluatgsur suitability and eligibilityto adopt. If your application
is approved, it will notify yoand the U.S. embassy or consulate in tl
countryfrom whereyou have indicated yowish to adopt.

For more information, seadoption.state.gov



http://www.uscis.gov/
http://adoption.state.gov/
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GJIDELINES ON INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION

To complete an intercountnadoption abroad and bring a child to th
United States,you must fulfill the requirements of three separatt
governmental authorities:

9 The foreign country in which the child resides;
1 U.S. federal immigration law; and
I Yourstate of residence.

Consequently, there are numerous documents required, and the proc
can be both complex and lengthy. You will need to work on all three
of requirements at the same time because the requirements may over
Do your research and planning first toocé having to go back and stat
again.

These requirements serve not only to protect the child, but also the b
parents and the adoptivgarents. You may want to procure sever
originals or certified copies of each document in the event they

needed to meet the requirements of the foreign country, U.S. fede
govermment agencies, or youtome state.
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HaGUE ADOPTION CONVENTION

The Hague Convention on the Protection of Children andg@oationin

Respect of InteCountry Adoptoin (Hague Adoption Conventiond an
international agreement to safeguard intercountry adoptions. Concluc
on May 29, 1993 in The Hagube Netherlands, the Conventior
establishes international standards of practice®r fintercountry
adoptions. The United States signed the Convention in 1994, and
Convention entered into force for the United States in April 2008. If
adopt from a countrythat is party to the Convention (Conventio
countries), your adoption hasdditional protections as well as som
added requirements.

One of the most important protections is that your adoption agency
service povider must be accredited to conduattercountry adoptions.
The standards for accreditatioensure that your agencis qualified to
provide services.

The Department of Statbas designated two accrediting entities t
performthe accreditation functions: (1) th€ouncil on Accreditatioand
(2) the Colorado Department of Human Services.

An important new Convention requirement for you is that adoptiv
parents must participate in at least ten hours pe-adoption training
before travelingoverseas to complete anadoption. Under the
Convention there isgreater transparency in the adoption proces
including written procedures on fees and transmission of medical recc
for the child.




HAGUE ADOPTION CONVENTION, CONT.

More than 75 other countrieshave joined this very important treaty
These countries have demonstrated their commitment &irong
international protections forchildren, birth parents, and adoptive parent
in the intercountry adoption process.

The principles of the Conventioimclude:

1 Ensuring that intercountry adoptions take place in thest
interests of children;

1 Preventing the abduction, exploitation,ale, or trafficking of
children; and

I Facilitating communication between Central Authorities
countries of origin and destinatin countries.

Comprehensive information concerning the Hague Adoption Conven
and member states is located @adoption.state.gov

G¢KS OKAfRX F¥2NJ GKS Fdzff FyR KU I
personality, shuld grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere c
KFEILIAySaaz t20S FyR dzyRSNARGF yRA)Y
advantage of a permanent family to a child for whom a suitable family
Otyy2i 0SS F2dzy R Ay KA& 2NJ KSNJ {i
-Hage Adoption Convention, Preamble
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/\ |-600 or t800FORM

f \ To adopt a child overseas and bring that child back to the United Ste
the child must be found eligible to be adopted under U.S. law. Bec:
adoption laws vary from country to country, it is possible to adopt a cl
abroad who does not qualify to imgrate to the United States. That i
why a child must also be found eligible to be adopted under U.S. law
allows the child to move with you to the United States.

The federal agency responsible for determining whether a child is elic
to immigrate to the United States is U.S. Citizenship and Immigra
{ SNIBBAOSa o!{/L{v® P{/ L{Q Nz S&
immigrate to the United States difféor children living irHague Adoption
Convention countries and those living in n@onvention countries
Children in Convention countries must meet the definition @anvention
adoptee children in countries nof€onvention countries must meet the
U.Sdefinition of anorphan

To apply to USCIS for a determination of whether a child is eligibl
immigrate to the United States, you will use one of two forms:

1 Form I-600, the Petition to Classify Orphan as an Immedie
Relative or
I Form 1-800, Petition to Classify Convention Adoptee as

k j Immediate Relative

Form 1600 is used for noiague Adoption cases, while the For800 is
used for Hague Adoption cases.

<

N S
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|-600 or 1800 FORMCONT.

Filing either Form-600 or 800 tells USCIS that you have identified
specific child to adopt and request authorization for that child to come
the United States.Both forms, along with their filing instructions, can k
accessed on the websitof USCISyww.uscis.gov

Form 1600, along with its supporting documents, are required for USCI
determine that a child is eligible for classification as an orphdihyou
have not submitted Form600A first, yu will also need to establish you
eligibility to adopt with USCIS.

Form 800, along with its supporting documents, are required for USCI
determine that a child is eligible for classification as a Conven
adoptee. In order to file ¢&rm 1-800 with USCIS, you must have &
approved, valid Form800A

Keep in mind In addition to qualifying under U.S. immigration lavwghéld
must qualify for adoption under the laws of his or her country of origin
order to be adopted. Each country has €li#nt requirements for children
to be eligible for adoption. The Country Information on our webs
provides more details for specific countries.

For more information, seadoption.state.goyv



http://www.uscis.gov/
http://adoption.state.gov/
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\]JDICIAL PROCEEDINGS IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY

Adoption procedures vary from country to country, and sometiragen
within a country. In most countries, a child must first be legally recogni
as eligible to be adoptedhternationally before any adoption or custody
proceedingstake place If a birth parent is stiliving, the child musbe
legally and irrevocably released for adoption in a procedure provided
under local law.

Questions about specific foreign laws should be addressedydor
adoption service provider oan attorney operating in the country whert
the adoption will take place. Our websiti@vel.state.gowontains lists of
some attorneys in foreign countries

It is important to note that a country's determination of the child as .
orphan or Convention adoptee does not guarantee that the child will
considered an orphan or Convention adoptee under the U.S. Immigra
andNationality Act. Foreign countries may have different legal standar

Some countries accept an authenticated U.S. home study of

prospective adoptive parents; other countries require adoptive pasenot
travel and be evaluated inountry. Countrie may require a period of
residence by one or both adoptive parents. You may find it necessai
spend an extended period in the foreign country awaiting the complet
of the local adoption documents. Additionally, several countries requit
postadoption follow-up conducted by the adoption agency or the forei
country's consul in the United States.

Note: The Country Information on our website provides more details
specific countries.



http://travel.state.gov/
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KeEPINBALANCEN THE PROCESS

The intercountry adoption process can be long aryhg. It can also be
complicated and expensivés dzZNA y3 G KS LINRPOSaax
decisions, some minor and some potentially-tfeanging. Clarifying you
hopes and goals early on can make those decisions easier. Mainta
balance and perspective can be key when the process takes unexpe
turns.

L €i ifportant to start strongby learning as much as you caseeking
sound adviceand maintaining agood syoport system. Consider speaking
with a licensed professional counselor, therapist, social worker, o
member of the clergy about armyuestions oranxieties you may be havin
about becoming a adoptiveparent.

Mid-term, flexibility may benecessary. d¢f example, many prospective
adoptive parents begin the process by assuming that they want as you
OKAfR ' a LIaarotsSs FyR I OKAfR
historical roots. They majearn that there areolder or multiethnic
children are eligible for adoption, rather than infants. Will that work {
you? While trying to follow the advice of close friends who success
YIE@AIFGSR | F2NBAIY |R2LIGAZ2Yy I @
changed oran agency is under new leadership. Some legal comple
may threaten to undo months or even years of planning, or reqt
additional months of waiting. Is it time to shift directions?

Longterm, it is probably patience that will helparry you throughth
sometimesarduous process Afteré 2 dzZQ@S R2y S I f
being patient may be the only thing you can do.
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LEGAL CUSTODY ABROAD

Some countries dmot allow full and finaladoptions. Instead, dopting

parents are ganted guardianship, whicpermitsthe child to leave his/her
country of origin Final adoption occurs under the lawsthe adopting
parenttata of residence

If you gain legal custody of a child abroad ¢aposed tofull adoption),

the child may be eligible to immigrate to the United States usintHedhor

IR4 immigrant visa. The IH4 immigrant visa is issuet children from

Hague Convention countries immigtamg to the United States for
adoption. ThelR4 immigrant visa is issued to children fromon-

Convention countries.

Once back in the United Statetjs important to finalize the adoption a:
soon as possiblso that your childis eligible for U.S.citizenship Not
completing the adoption andhe requirements for U.S. citizenship ce
negatively impact many areas of his/heiture life including family travel,
eligibility for education scholarships amglants,employment,and voting.

Learn more oradoption.state.gov



http://adoption.state.gov/
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M ISSION U.S. EMBASSY OR CONSULATE ROLE

Role of the Consular Officer

Consular Officers represent America to the world as they assist

Citizens travel, conduct busingsand live abroad One of the most
important missions of a Consular Officer is the protection of Ameri
citizens abroad.Consular Officeralsohelp foreign citizens who want tc
travel to the United States. Thegonduct interviews and determine
whether or rot someone is eligible for a visa ti@vel orimmigrate to the

United States.

Daily, ©nsularCfficers address a variety of issues, such as crisis situat
within the country, lost passports, international chidbduction arrests,

and medical emergemes. Additionally, Consular Officersnitor general

country travel conditions and can providksaster assistanceThey may
provide very general information about the local adoption process,

they are not experts on local laws, nor can they providedgnce on
private legal matters (such as an adoption). For legal services, you
consult professional legal counsel.

The Visa Interview

When a foreign adoptioror guardianshipis granted, adoptive parent(s)
apply for an immigrant visa aad U.S. casulate or Embassyabroad.
CGenerally an IR or an IH3 visa isfor a child adopted abrogdan IR4 or
IH-4 visa isfor a child to be adopted in the United States.
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M ISSION U.S. EMBASSY ORNSULATE ROLE, CONT.

The consular sectioat the embassy caschedule the visa interviewhen
all required documentation has been received aymlr file is complete
(see letter Nfor a list of necessary documents). Then&ilar Cfficer has a
responsibily to:

1 Review the-600 (norHague) or-B00 (Hague) petition
f \ 9 Verify the childmeets the U.S. definition of asrphan (norHague) or
Convention adoptee (Hague)
Establish that the adoptive pare(s) have legal custody
Check the visanedical report to see if the child has any medic:
conditions that might prevent him/her from traveling to the Unite
States; and
I Confirm that the child has the required travel documentatisaoch as

a passport from the foreign country.

= =

Legal custodyand proper documentatio must be resolvediccording to
\ j the laws of the country of the child's nationality or residenct
Y Requirements vary from country to country so do your homework or
you choose a country. Although he consular section can provide bas
information on local requirements, you and your adoption servic
providerareresponsible for meeting these requirements.

Remember: The child's ability to qualify for an immigrant visa
determined by U.S. law. fdreign adoptionor custody decreeloes not
automatically aalify a child for an immigrant visa for entry into th
United States.



NECESSARY DOCUMENTS FOR THE VISA INTERVIEW

The consular section will schedule the visa interview once all the reqt
documents have been provided and the file is complete. You sh
doublecheck the required documents with the consular section prior
scheduling the interview to avoid any dgta

This documentation includes:

Proof of yourJ.S. Citizenshifyour passport)

Marriage Certificate / Divorce and/or death certificate
Verification of a favorably recommended home study
Notification by USCIS oB0D0Aor I-800A approval

Final adoptio decree or official proof of custody from th
country-of-origin

The child's birth certificate

The child's passport (from the child's countryooigin)

The completed and signed medical examination report

Police, military, or prison records, if required

¢KNBS 0600 FTNRYGFt LIK20G23INF LK
The visa application (Form £230, Parts | and II)

Completed 4600 petition (if it was not previously approved k
USCIS) o800 petition.

= =4 -8 -8 A

=4 =4 -8 -4 —a 8 9

Note: Some documents submitted to the Consular section musst laé
included in the immigrant visa packet and will not be returned. Adop
parents should obtain extra originals or certified copies of the adop
RSONBS FyR (KS OKAftRQa ySé o0ANII
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ORPHAN / CONVENTION ADOPTEE STATUS

An adoptive child from another country needs a visa to come to
United States.We keep saying, but keep in mind that it Ipossible in
some counties to adopt a child who may N@ualify for a visa.

Toreceive a visaghildren in norHagueConvention countries must mee
the U.S. definition of amrphan children inConvention countries musi
meet the definition of &Convention adoptee

Orphan

In addition to other applicable requirements, all of theléoling must be
true for a childfrom a norConvention countryto be eligible fororphan
classification(as defined in the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA))

I The child must have no parent®r the child has a sole ol
surviving parent who is unable toare for the child and has, i
writing, irrevocably released the child for emigration ar
adoption

I The child must be under the age of 16 at the time 00
Petition is filedon his or her behalfvith the USCIS owith a
Consulr Cficer (a child adopte at age 16 or 17 will also qualify
provided he or she is a birth sibling of a child adopted, or who
be adopted, under the age of 16 by the same adopting parents

I The adopting parents must have completed a full and fi
adoption of the child or mst have legal custody of the child fc
purposes of emigration and adoption in the U.Sand

9 The child has been or will be adopted by a married U.S. citi
and spouse jointly, or by an unmarried U.S. citizen at least
years of age, with the intent of fming a bona fide parent/child
relationship.
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Q?PHAN / CONVENTION ADOPTEE STATUS, CONT.

Convention Adoptee

Thereare 5primary elements to the&€onvention adopteelassification. In
addition to other applicable requirements, all of the following must be true fo
childfrom a Convention countrio be eligible for the Convention adoptee
classification:

The child is under the age of 16 at the time tF0D is fil&l on his or
her behalf (taking into account special rules on filing dates for childr:
aged 1516), is unmarried, and lives inGonvention country;

The child will be adopted by a married U.S. citizen and spouse jointl
or by an unmarried U.S. citizen at least 25 years of age, habitually
resident in the United States, whom USCIS has found suitable and
eligible to adopt (form-BOOA approval) with thantent of creating a
legal parentchild relationship.

¢t KS OKAf RS, orotheNBEgKl cusibdid iidividuals, or
entities whose consent is necessary for adoption, freely gave their
written, irrevocable consent to the termination of their lalg
NEfFGA2YAKALl 6AGK @iidatidd&nddddption; y

The child has two living birthparents who were the last legal custqdi:
who signed the irrevocable consent to adopti@md weredetermined
to be incapable of providing proper @for the child; and

The child has been adopted or will be adopted in the United States «
in the Convention countrgccording tahe rules and proceduresf the
Hague Convention and tHatercountry Adoption Act
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Although the visa interview appears to involve a single action that ma
quickly completed, the Consular Officer perfarseveral different steps
required by U.S. law and regulatiomhe Consular fiicer:

1

Revievs the approved 4600 or 800 petition to ensure that the
child has satisfied the requirements of an orphan or Convent
Adoptee as defined by U.S. law;

Verifies that a competent foreign authority has fully an
irrevocably terminatedthe birth parentQrights or granted
appropriate permissions so the child can be adopted
Determinesthat the child's medical condition, as reported by tt
panel physiciangr other factorsdo not preclude visa issuance;
Establisles that the adoptive parentbave legal custodySome
adoption guardianship decrees, such as the ones practiced ut
Islamic Family Law, may not meet the requirements of L
immigration law)

Confirns that the child has the required travel documentatio
such as birth certificate ahpassport; and

Conducsthe required security checks.




Pvh/o{{LbD _hiw /1L[5Q{ +L{!3> /I

Different Visa Categories
In most cases, adoptive parents semie of two types of visa®r their
child:

1 [IR3or IH3 visais fora child fully adopted overseas {8Rn non
Hague countries; H3 in Hague countries).

1 IR4 or IH4 visais for a child who has not been fully adopted, ¢
if the adoptive parent(s) did notsee the child beforethe
adoption's finalzation (IR4 in nonHague countries; H4 in
Hague countries).

Most children who enter the United States on anrdlRr IH4 immigrant

visa must be readopted afte they enter the United StatesSome states
have no provision for radopting children who were fully adopted abroa
but who received IR or IH4 visas because both adoptive parents had r
seen the child beforghe immigrant visa was issuedAdoptive parents
should determine in advarcthe requirements of their own particulal
state of residence. This information is available through the Fedid

Welfare Information Gatewawww.childwelfare.goy, your stateQ social

services agencyr many adoption practitioners.

Special rules apply for children who were adopted in a foreign country
have already lived for two years with their adoptive parents. If you th
your child may qualify, you should consult with the nearest Embass
consulate.
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QUESTIONS ABOUT FRAUD

AR2LIGAZ2Y FTNIXdzR y20 2yfte OAz2it
often ends up hurting the very people adoption is meant to helg
the children. Most people involved in the intercountry adoptiol
LINE OSaa KIF@S (KS OKA.{ Bhfddunatel$ :
there are alsoa few unscrupulous individuals who prey upo
unsuspecting and vulnerabjgarents Such individualsay view
the adoption proess as a way to make money they may be
GNBEAY3 G2 aoSIG GKS aeadsSvye
Be careful about listening to individuals who claim to knc
shortcuts. When considering an intercountry adoption, the ¢
adage often applies: If & 2 FFSNJ a2dzy Ra «ai
probably is.

You can help avoid potentiileartache by remaining on the alert
and being aware through the entire adoption proces§&ome
common fraud issues include:

9 Prospective adoptive parents beintharged exdsitant
fees or asked to pay large amounts of cash f
unspecified services;

Agenciesknowingly offeing a supposedly healthy chilc
who is later found to be seriously;iind

Agencies knowingly obtaiing prepayment for the
adoption of anonexistent child oa child not eligible for
adoption.







